
A SPECIAL NEWSLETTER - FOR SUBSCRIBERS ONLY 



Nothing's quiet on 
the Amiga front 




meeting of die Amiga I'tnniil 

subscribers' dub, and welcome 

lo another ftittfolngr. Curiously, 
iliings have been qniei -iik . in last I\n,lnt,igf'. 
no-one has started, no-one has left, and we're 
all lining where we were last month. 

bill there are a few change* to Backstage 
Otis issue, including a new competition dot, 
and some behind-the-scenes gamesy news 
Imni .Sieve Bradley. 

FES 

V i "ii -I Id know hv now. ii's not too long 

l«'loie this vear's Future Entertainment Show. 
I know we keep hanging on ahoiil it but it will 
be vonr belt chance lo see the Amiga in 
ai lion, meet ihe Amiga hinniit ir.uu ,uid pick 
up a liargain or two. 

The whole Amiga world will be* 
rrpirsenled by companies lioin Ihe US and 
Europe, all keen to show oil theii Amiga stuff. 
Anil star of the show will be the Amiga 



Theatre, where vou'll be able lo nit-el anil 
speak to myself. Nick Veitch.Jason Holbom, 
Stephen Bradlcv and Richard Baguley and 
Graeme Sandiford From Amiga Slufflirr. 

All ■ aih we've gul ,i 1hiIIi.ini line up ul 
|!i escnlalions mi Maut \. I iglihi'mr, fmngitu: 
desktop video. CD-ROM and cle.sliop 
publishing. We've goi Ihe guys front Sensible 
Sol iw air Jin I ( .■ ne coming down lo show oil 
their latest games and every day we'll be 
showing off the best Amiga pnn»rams Gran 
inn readers - see our news pages (and your 
free disk lalwls) this issue for more details. 

We also need questions to ask ihe learn: if 

you have a t irls> problem - whether II Ik 1 

technical, gamesv or just plain weird - send il 
in to m. Thai way we'll have a guod slock of 
questions if the crowd go shy. and il you're 
there, we'll get you to ask them in persuu. 

Send all your tricky posers lo: FES 

Ouc-si 1 inic, Amiga hatuiil. M\ Moinnonlli 

Street. Bath. Avon BA1 2BW. 

AMIGA GAMES 

No-one said dial games piogr.inmHTs .ne 
ideologically sound. Check out this tip' from 
Sieve Abboll of Colchester. While fooling 
around with Gremlin's foolie management 



,. U 






2 he discovered that 



upon dialling the telephone number OKHH ti9. 
you gei through to the club secretary- who 
jusl happens lo be a buxom brunette - and if 
you dick Ihe right mou.se button over certain 
parts of her body, she lets forth a hellish 




Subscribers' video offer 



CREDIT CARD 

HOTLINE 0225 822511 



Buy any two Amiga Format videos 
for only £19.95 and any additional 
ones for just £9.99 each! 

(Including postage and packing) 

Take advantage o( our extlusive-to-subsoribers offer of two videos for the 
special price of £19.95 (normal price £29.98). Additional videos cost just 
f 9.99 each. Check out our range of Amiga Format videos on page SI of 
this month's Issue, then send in the coupon you'll find over the page. 





« squeal. Not Ih.n we've checked this, of 
course. Oh no. 

Psygnosis' follow up lo the pretty, if rather 

vacant, Mirrtumm has been shelved 

indefinitely. Now Slam (formerly known as 

Scmmgn 4) is already out in Japan on 
Fujitsu's KM- Towns mac I tine and is due for 
release on the Mega CD in a matter of weeks. 
He can hoi hope that the projeii nets olt the 
ground again in the near future. 

MicroPros? and Digital Integration are 
hilling the budget games trail in September 
.mil linn joini In ,n id will lie i ailed Power 
Plus, with prices of games set al £16.99. 
MicroPros? will piodnce the games while 
Digital Itilegtaliun (who also market the 
Action 16iangr) will .« lually sell them. 
Kxpi'ft greats -an b ;is limnliifi 2'WOand 
Fimnitl/i On. Cuimt I'm to Stan with 

Simnn The Snrrrm is in riving ihe lenglhi 
aniiiialed mini sequence' treatment for its 
forthcoming CD 1 - outing, along with a 
soundtrack provided In major celebrities such 



as Hal Ui'ar/tnristei Chris Barne and Kogei 
Blake who provides many of die voices for I 
viiim.il slim. \[ntliitg Image. 

CD32 OFFER 



will be 



ir that 



issue i pi lilt' Amigil l./l" lll.li;.l/ilir is well 
tinder way. Sue C Irani, Amiga t'urmtifs Deputy 
Editor, is in charge. 

All going well, the mag should go on sale 
on < Iclober 15 and will boast another 
i uteri in muled < l> i hoi k lull nl goodies. 

The mag costs £4.95 but. as a special offer 
hi \l- .uli.i lilw-is. vmi i". in net held "I ll li'l 

jnst £3.951 After October 6. give our mail 
order hotline a call on 0225 82251 1 and be 

Iradv to i|uole ,t ciedit card niitnln;i I Access 
or Visn). A shiny, brand new copy of Amiga 
CJ> ,: mag will be yours. 

LIGHTWAVE COMPO! 

Since I've lakeu over AF, I've noti' ed lh.il we 
doii'l do enough for our loyal-reading 
subscribers. So. in an effort to redress the 
balance, 1 thought we'd start doing some 
s|h-i iul competitions iluit oulv von < an win. 

To liegin with. I'm going lo be giving 
aw.iv a i upv of l.ighhuivr. Ves indeedv, vim can 
Kin i lie Mini.- program used to generate the 
visual effects in Babylon 5! Now. I reckon 
you've got to be a real 3D-head lo want a 
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so he 



si he It 



clu 



render 



the Amiga format office. You're all subscribers: 
von should all have Imaginr. So there's no 
|ii(ihleni is there? 

1 don't reallv care what :(l> program ton 
irse. but whatever it is you've got lo model 
what vou think the .Imitfn htirntnl nlfii c looks 
like. Obviously the room is full of desks, 
(hairs, computers and people. There's also a 
lax. phones, a laseiiviitei . .mil tons nl mags, 
pi isle iv shelves ami general nl lire junk. 

Most of those models are available on PD. 
although you're welcome lo model them 
yourself. Once you've decided whal our office 
is like (points may lie given for use of unusual 
lighting, mysterious elfecls and humour), 
send your entry on disk lo: Harkslap AFt MEce 
Coinpo. 30 Monmouth Street, Rath BA1 SBW. 

To give you enough time to get it sorted, 
tuiir entries don't have lo be in mini I i nl n 
October 21. The best ones will be on display 
at the FES show, where the winning entry will 
be chosen - so you'd better be- there! 2> 
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^^ A special invitation from the editor 

.,; g v Come to the FES for FREE! 

\\ ^J (S) Because you're a valued AF subscriber, we don't want you to miss out on this year's Future 
| 4 C (r^ 1 Entertainment Show. It's going to be the best ever, because everything In it has been 

designed especially to help you get the best from your Amiga. At the heart of the show will 

theatre dedicated to the , 

Amiga, where you can meet i Yes. I want to lake up this brilliant c 
the AF crew, key developers 
and industry figures. 

We'll be looking at 
everything from virtual 
'~ v m C- reality and the Internet to j 

S I ail I multimedia and CO-ROM and i 

•*P* ( covering everyday 

computing problems. If you get five friends ' 
to come to the show with you and book all i 
sin tickets in advance at the discount rate of { 

£6 (tickets on the door are £7), we'll send you J Method of payment (please circle .>■ 
your ticket free!" 

Call our Ticket Hotline 0369 4235, or 

fill in the coupon and send a cheque for £30 
payable to The Future El 



CHEQUE POSTAL ORDER 



Video offer order form 



Please send me the following two vie 
videos for Just (8 99 (please tick) 
Get The Most Out Of Persona/ Paint _ 

Introduction To The A 1200 

Guide To A1200 Hard Drives 

Upgrading four Machine 

Music- X Tutorial 
Guide To Muli 



H for only £19.95 and any additional Please make cheques payable to Future Publishing Li 



_AF0001 D 

AF0002 """* 

AF0003 Addret 

AF0004 



Beginner's Guide To Desktop Video _ 
Advanced Guide To Desktop Video _ 
Get The Most Out Of ClariSSA 



Method of payment (pleas* tick one) VISA 
Credit card no 



now send this form to Future Publishing, FREEPOST 
(BS4900), Somerton, Somerset TA11 6BR. 



We take care of our subscribers. And, just to show 

you how much we care, here's Jason Holborn with 

another disk full of programs for your pleasure. 






arc hell lii-nl on your destruction. If things get 
inn light pressing ihc (ire billion destroys flic 
section of plailotm immediate!! in front nl' 
ynu. Wbl<± can cither be used as a quirk 
eseajw rOUM or as a irap for a pursuer, 

POWERDATA 

Although there are a number oi HHII|III Willll 
sysiems. ncfa as LHA, ZIP. ZOO. and ARC. 
which are designed to optimise ihc storage 

i apai ities ol h.ml disks and floppy drives, ihcv 
-ill have one problem - once a file (or group 



dm impressed by the progiam dial 
compressed ihem in order for (he Amiga to 
uiideisiand them. 

I'D author Mirhael Berg ha tried 10 gel 
around this with PfamnData, a powerful lile 
i ompressoT decompressor that invisibly parks 
mil unpacks anv lile as ami when it's needed. 
Onre installed, any program can read and 
write compressed lilcs - Dl'niiii, for example, 
loads packed pictures and saves them in the 
same formal without even realising it 

What all this adds up to is a huge decrease 
in the amount ol disk spate ili.it vmir fas on rite 
programs and data files eal up - most files are 
packed 10 about 50 per cent of their original 
si/e. allowing you id store approximately 
1 .6Mb of data on an 880k disk. 

IVIoic von titlt use I'mrrrOiilit. two liln.ill 
files tmisl tie installed on to your Workbench 
disk. Ixiad up the Workbench, enter the 
Amiga Shell (CLI) and enter the following 
i omtuand at the .Shell prompt. 
Copy SUBSDISK:PCWERDATA/LIBS/II? LIBS: 



If there's a particular lask you need 
perform on your Amiga, the chanCM are ih 

there is an editor program available thai v. 
do the job for v 



MIME RUNNER 

I remember the days when a computer's 
memoiy was measured in kilobytes and the 
average game look weeks lo load from tape... 

One game that wis responsible for Muting 
a si/eahle i lunik of mv votith was 

firnderl I's brilliant I ,»!■ /{unnrr. one of the 

hrst and still one of the lies! platform games to 
be released on a home micro. Although link 
/(hwiiit looked preity dire, it had that one vital 
ingredient - plavahilirv. Heaps of die stuff. 

Aline Hunnrr is an Amiga version of l.odt 
Rumm. bill whereas most programmers would 
have been tempted to update the classic 
formula Matthias Bock has left well alone. 
making Mnir Kunitn possibly [he most faithful 
version of Imlr iliitinn since the original I'.lit 
Micro version. 

The aim of the game is to guide a little spy 
(that's the while slick man) dirough screen 
upon screen of plallomi action picking up 
gold bars as von go To make lile a little more 
challenging, each screen is Tilled with enemy 
agents lltie little blue Mil V lllelll .ill of "It 





.rnple, you can use a text editor 
if you want to edit binary 
FBeX - a binary editor. 

1 know - being able lo edit binary 
file- doesn't sound like thi 
thing you can do with your Amiga but you'd 
be surprised ;ii just how useful it can be. Take, 
for example, thai old PD program that di 
open up a lull 640x256 pixel window 
Workbench (the author 

e the program to run on an NTSC 
Amiga). What do you do? You edit it with 

fUtX, that's what! 

Binary file eclilor, ;ne nothing rlew on the 
Amiga bin l-'ileX is definitely the besi of ihetn 
To load the program, simply double click on 
n and the program loads into memory. 
Because this is the unregistered Sh; 

., fikX display, a ic(|U0iicr prompt mil; 
urn lo register for whal seems like an eternity 
- simply sit and middle your thumbs for a bii 
and the program will eventually load. 

DIAL CODES 

Do you know where in Btiiain ihe telephone 
code 0373 would gel you? The smart Alecs 
among you will know thai ii's ihe code for a 
quaint little town i ailed hi mne about 12 miles 
from Bath, but the rest of us need thai G/dts. 

Using Dial Codes is easy. Once it's loaded, 
click on die siring gadgcl (the long in langlc 
iiiinu-diiileh right of ihe label Code, Place) 
le. If Dial Coda 



recognises the code ii [ells you which a 
Britain it covers. I'ml <.'<«li:> i.s handy when you 
need lo lind out a dialling code too - simply- 
type ill a place name instead of a dialling code 

mil ihe priigrain lells von the code leipiiicrl. 

TIIUY CLOCK 

OK. OK, I know dial Workbench already has a 
clock utility hui, lake it Trom me, it's nowhere 
near as good as Tiny dixit- Not only is Tiny 
Clark a great deal prettier than Commodore's 

effort, hill it's also a lol nunc configurable, II'. 
lor example, you don't like ihe colour of any 
pan of ihe clock you can change it. 




Unlike Commodore's clock, Tim Cl/irlt 
remembers all your sctlings loo - for example, 
if you move it down to ihe bottom left-hand 
corner of your Workbench and scale it down 
so (hat it is only 20x20 pixels in size. Tiny 
Clock saves these settings lo a preferences file 
which automatically loads in earh rime you 
inn the program. 

IMAGINE OBJECT 

Space, the final frontier. These are the voyages 
of the Siarship Subscribers" Snperdisk. her 
mission - to bring Amiga l-'tmunt readers a 3D 
object for use in our super Imagine Covcrdisk 
ray-tracing program. 

As this rather dodgy inlro paragraph 
suggests, this month's .'il> object is none 
other than Ihe .Sun ship Knn-rprise, from the 
Star Trek TV series (and a painful number of 
Slar Trek films). 

OCTAMED TUNE 

Swing your pants with this month's 
Subscribers' Snperdisk OrlnMFD nine. 
fyilttxitilMOl), a jolly liule dilty thai will have 
yon strutting Your slufi" like Michael |acksnn 
on an excess nf Lucozadc. 

Boot up your Amiga from our <hhi.\ll:i> 
5.0 Coverdisk, select Load Song from the 
OctaMED Project menu and then selcci this 
nine from the OctaMED drawer on your 
S ubscri bers Su perdisk . £> 




